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MEMBER FOR SOUTH PERTH 
Statement by Leader of the Opposition 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [9.08 am]: With the house’s indulgence, 
I wish to make a short statement. I rise with mixed emotions to inform the house that my good friend the member 
for South Perth, John McGrath, has announced that he will not be recontesting the next election. John McGrath has 
had a long and distinguished career in both journalism and politics. Having joined West Australian Newspapers Ltd 
as a 16-year-old copyboy in 1963, he became chief racing writer in 1981, sports editor in 1988 and Melbourne’s 
sport correspondent between 1997 and 2002. He won numerous awards for football and racing writing and sports 
writing, including Sports Journalist of the Year in 1988 and Australian Racing Writer of the Year in 1986. As he 
noted in his maiden speech to Parliament in 2005, both John Curtin and Sir Paul Hasluck were also former 
journalists—a point he makes often. 
Mr McGrath is a patron of the East Fremantle Football Club and Volleyball Western Australia and a selection 
committee member for the WA Football Hall of Fame. He switched to politics in 2004 when he was preselected 
to contest South Perth after the late Phillip Pendal retired. Mr McGrath is a unifying candidate with strong local 
ties, and he comfortably won the seat the following year with 55.8 per cent of the final vote. In 2008 and 2013 he 
won absolute majorities, with record final margins of 64.2 per cent and 71.1 per cent. 
In opposition between 2005 and 2008, Mr McGrath held the positions of shadow Minister for Seniors, Racing and 
Gaming and Liquor Licensing. From 2008 to 2011 he was government Whip in the Legislative Assembly. From 
2011 to 2017 he was Parliamentary Secretary to Premier Colin Barnett, providing expert advice in the development 
and construction of the Perth Stadium. Since 2017 he has been the opposition shadow Minister for Sport and 
Recreation and Racing and Gaming. 
John and his wife, Karen, celebrated their fiftieth wedding anniversary earlier this year. They have been a very strong 
team. John McGrath is the fourth Liberal Party member of the Legislative Assembly for South Perth since the seat 
was created in 1950. Previous MLAs are George Yates from 1950 to 1956, Bill Grayden from 1956 to 1993 and 
Phil Pendal from 1993 to 2005. 
On behalf of the state Liberal opposition, we wish John all the best as he embarks on his valedictory year towards 
his retirement in March 2021. I am sure everyone in the house will agree that it has been an absolute pleasure to 
work with John and to have him as both a colleague and a friend. 
Members: Hear, hear! 
[Applause.] 

Statement by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) [9.11 am]: Being the Speaker, sometimes you do get the last word. I have 
known John for a long time. He cannot remember me from my running days when he was a journo, but I remember 
him. I always used to read his articles in the paper. I do not think I have met a more personable person in the 
Parliament than John. He always has his own opinion; he is not one of those people who will keep quiet sitting in 
the back seat. I know that he has been very respected in his electorate, South Perth, and from the other side of the 
chamber over the years. John, to you and your family, we wish you all the best for the future. I just wish you would 
not be so tough on me when I am in the bowls team and the bowls are going the wrong way! 
On behalf of everyone in the chamber, we wish you and your wife all the best for the future. 
 


	MEMBER FOR SOUTH PERTH
	Statement by Leader of the Opposition
	Statement by Speaker


